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XXV.  Also, they shall provide ... a strong chest, .. . having
three keys, whereof one shall remain in the custody of the
parson . . . and the other two in the custody of the church-
wardens or any other two honest men to he appointed by the
parish from year to year; which chest they shall set and fasten
in a most convenient place, to  the intent the parishioners
should put into it their oblations and alms for their poor neigh-
bours.   And the parson . . . shall diligently from time to time,
and especially when men make their testaments, call upon . . .
their neighbours to give, as they may well spare, to the said
chest . . . The which alms . . . the keepers of the keys shall at

"all times convenient . . . distribute in the presence of the whole
parish or six of them, to be truly and faithfully delivered unto
their most needy neighbours; and, if they be provided for, then
to the reparation of highways nest adjoining, or to the poor
people of such parishes near, as shall be thought best to the
said keepers of the keys . , .

XXVI.  Also, to avoid the detestable sin of simony . . ., all
such persons as buy any benefices . . . shall be deprived of such
benefices, and be made unable at any time after to receive any
other spiritual promotion ...

XXVII.  Ako, because through lack of preachers in many
places .. . the people continue in ignorance and blindness, all
parsons . .. shall read in their churches every Sunday one of
the homilies set forth ... by the Queen's authority ...

XXIX. Item, Although there be no prohibition by the word
of God, nor any example of the primitive church, but that the
priests and ministers of the church may lawfully, for the
avoiding of fornication, have an honest and sober wife, and that
for the same purpose the same was by Act of Parliament in the
time of our dear brother King Edward the Sixth made lawful,
whereupon a great number of the clergy of this realm were then
married, and so continue; yet because there hath grown offence
... it is thought therefore very necessary that no manner of
priest or deacon shall hereafter take to his wife any manner of
woman without the advice and allowance first had upon good
examination by the bishop of the same diocese and two justices
of the peace of the same shire, . . . nor without the good will of
the parents of the said woman, if she have any living, or two of